VILLAGE BOARD
JANUARY 3, 2012
The Village Board of Combined Locks was called to order by President John Neumeier.  Trustees in attendance included:  Ruth Wulgaert, Rick Strick, Justin Krueger, Roger Kirch, and Sheila Schinke. Beth Sewall was absent.  
Also in attendance were:  Village Administrator Sean Hutchison, Fox Valley Metro Police Captain Scott Lund, Public Works Director Ryan Swick, Judy Hebbe of the Times Villager, resident Jim Ponto, Coyne Borree of Mill Town Still & Grill, and Jen Rottier. 

The first item on the agenda was to review the minutes and bills from the previous month.  J. Krueger made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  R. Kirch seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.  R. Kirch made a motion to approve the bills as presented.  J. Krueger seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.
The next item on the agenda was to review the point values for alcohol beverage violations with the owner of Mill Town Still & Grill.  The Village President explained to the owner, Mr. Coyne Borree that the Village wants his business to succeed as much as he does.  However, it is necessary to adhere to the laws governing liquor licensing and serving.  Mr. Borree was provided a copy of the point values for alcohol beverage violations.  Captain Lund reviewed the police report regarding the underage sting FVMPD performed in December.  The bartender, Jen Rottier, served the underage officer.  She was issued a summons/fine for her actions.  Mrs. Rottier’s husband was in the bar when the officer delivered the summons, and he became disorderly with the officer.  Captain Lund explained that Mr. Rottier should have been cited for disorderly conduct and an additional fine issued to Mrs. Rottier for serving an intoxicated individual.  He further explained to Mr. Borree that these types of incidents do not sit favorably with the police or the Village.  The matter was discussed.  It was noted that 200 demerit points within 12 months is cause for suspension or revocation of a liquor license.  The point value for serving an underage person is 50.
The next item on the agenda was the Administrator’s report.  He reported that he spent time over the last month preparing the Water and Sewer Utility Budgets, putting together the timeline for the Open Book Sessions and Board of Review and preparing and accepting nomination papers for the 2012 Spring Election.  He explained that he will begin setting up the Spring Election, developing a timeline for the sewer projects, working on year end reports, and developing 2012 goals for the Public Works Department.

The next item on the agenda was the Police report.  Captain Lund explained that the department is wrapping up 2011 expenses and should have information available to the three communities soon regarding the 2011 budget final numbers.  He reported that as of 12/23/11, the Kimberly High School was annexed to the Village of Kimberly, and the school liaison officer is now provided by FVMPD.  Officer Wery will take over that position.  There will be a change in the organizational structure over the next several months due to the retirement of Mark Recker.  The department is also experiencing a manpower shortage with vacant positions and family medical leave.  Overtime is being offered to all officers, and some lieutenants have been taking on patrol shifts to help.  127 people applied for the three vacant officer positions.  Three will be chosen and should begin field training in early March.  

The next item on the agenda was Public Works Director’s report.  The Director reported that December’s weather brought only two inches of snow as compared to 18 inches in 2010.  This has allowed the DPW employees to tackle other projects and tasks.  Only seven tons of salt has been used for the few times it was necessary in December.  The crew removed about 10 terrace trees that had been damaged during the high wind storm in September.  They also responded to two water breaks.  The Director explained that he and Keith Weyenberg went over a lot of water and sewer information with Dan Vosters before his retirement on 12/28/11.  They also reviewed the sanitary sewer videos for potential sanitary projects in 2012.  The crew will continue to prune trees and collect Christmas trees in January.

The next item on the agenda was to review and consider approval of amending ordinance Sec. 10-4-2 regarding unauthorized operation of motor vehicles on public or private property.  Captain Lund explained that there is new legislation regarding the use of ATV’s on roadways.  The amended ordinance language prohibits driving an ATV on a roadway from location to location to remove snow and limits ATV use to remove snow to the roadway immediately adjacent to the owner’s property.  The language also includes specific safety equipment and operation guidelines.  R. Wulgaert made a motion to approve the ordinance amendment as presented.  S. Schinke seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.
The next item on the agenda was to review and consider approval of amending ordinance Sec. 11-2-8 regarding disorderly conduct.  Captain Lund explained that the amended language expands the actions covered under disorderly conduct, specifically public indecency.  J. Krueger made a motion to approve the ordinance amendment as presented.  R. Kirch seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.
The next item on the agenda was to review and consider approval of amending ordinance Sec. 11-6-4 regarding chronic nuisance premises.  Captain Lund explained that the amended language clarifies domestic abuse matters and nuisance activities, creates protection for tenants from retaliation by landlords for reporting nuisance activity, and establishes a timeline for a declared nuisance property to be considered abated and no longer deemed a chronic nuisance premise.   R. Wulgaert made a motion to approve the ordinance amendment as presented.  R. Strick seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

The next item on the agenda was to consider Resolution 2012-1 regarding Crossing Guard Recognition Week.  The Administrator reviewed the proposed resolution with the Board and reminded the Board that this is an annual resolution.  Crossing Guards being recognized are:  Luella Opsteen, Sue Mantei, June Subert, Pat Torres, Steve Subert, and Kathleen Gaffney.  R. Wulgaert made a motion to approve Resolution 2012-1 as presented.  R. Kirch seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.  The next item on the agenda was to review and consider approval of bids on the new fire apparatus as prepared by the fire department personnel.  Chief Carney reminded the Board of the three bids received for the fire truck.  They ranged from $366,376 to $439,000.  Pierce was the low bidder.  The matter was discussed briefly.  R. Strick made a motion to approve the purchase of the fire truck from Pierce.  R. Wulgaert seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.
In other general business, the Administrator explained that a resident has brought forward a concern with his property assessment.  The Administrator provided each Board member with a copy of the standards and procedures set by the State with regard to property assessment appeals.  He also noted that this resident has been invited to discuss the assessed value with the assessor and Administrator and has not agreed to a meeting.  The Administrator explained that he has spoken to the regional representative at the Department of Revenue regarding this issue, and she has assured him that the Village is doing everything it needs to do with regard to the owner’s question and concern.  The owner still has the right to file a claim for unlawful assessment, although he did not attend the Board of Review, which is a requirement of filing the claim.  This issue will be on the 01/17/12 agenda, and the Village’s assessor will be in attendance.  The matter was discussed briefly.  Captain Lund explained that he, Office Ed Slinde and Officer Brady Boucher are participating in the Police Unity Tour, which is a pedal bike ride from New York to Washington D. C. to honor fallen officers.  Each officer must raise $1700 in donations just to participate.  More information is available on the Village web site.

The closed session was tabled until the next meeting.  
R. Strick made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  S. Schinke seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.
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